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vices, and throwing much light on the subject of armorial bearings, 
quarterings, and the like. The last paper is a short review of the 
Marquis of Kildare's historical account of his ancestors, the Geraldines. 
From this enumeration of his subjects it will be seen that the author 
has produced a work of limited interest indeed, but one which com- 
prises much information not readily to be obtained in any similar 
volume. 



12. — Twelve Years of a Soldier's Life in India: being Extracts from 
the Letters of the late Major W. S. R. Hodson, B. A., Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, First Bengal European Fusileers, Commandant of 
Hodson's Horse. Including a Personal Narrative of the Siege of 
Delhi and Capture of the King and Princes. Edited by his Brother, 
the Rev. George H. Hodson, M. A., Senior Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. From the Third and enlarged English Edi- 
tion. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1860. 12mo. pp. 444. 

Nowhere else have courage, energy, and perseverance been more 
conspicuously exhibited than among the English in India ; and few 
persons there have acquired a higher reputation for these qualities 
than the subject of this memoir. Born in March, 1821, he went to 
Rugby when he was fourteen years old, and remained there until he 
was nineteen. He was then entered of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and was graduated in 1844. In the autumn of the following year 
he entered the military service of the East India Company, and 
sailed for Calcutta. His first employment was in the war against the 
Sikhs, where he displayed much courage ; but on the annexation of the 
Punjaub he was transferred from the military to the civil service, in 
which he continued for two years. He was then married, and about 
the same time he was appointed to the command of the Guides, the 
corps in which he had first attracted notice. Reverses, however, soon 
clouded his prospects, and some unfounded charges were brought against 
him which occasioned him much trouble, though he was at length 
wholly exonerated from them. When the mutiny of 1857 broke out 
his regiment was ordered to march to Delhi, and in the campaign which 
followed he acquired his chief fame. The record of his services dur- 
ing this period fills about half of the volume, and is crowded with bril- 
liant exploits. His death occurred on the 12th of March, 1858, from 
a wound received the day before in an attack on the Begum's Palace 
at Lucknow. 

Throughout the volume the editor has confined himself almost ex- 
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clusively to his brother's letters, adding only such brief illustrative re- 
marks as are necessary to preserve the thread of the narrative. The 
letters are written in an unpretending style, and furnish a very inter- 
esting narrative of the events in which Major Hodson acted so honor- 
able a part, while they reveal to us the whole character of the man. 
They show how worthy he was of the affection which his friends 
lavished on him, and how faithfully he endeavored to discharge every 
duty as a soldier and a man. Both as a contribution to the history of 
India and as a personal memoir, the volume is a welcome addition to 
recent works of its class. 



13. — The Logic of Political Economy, and other Papers. By 
Thomas De Quincey, Author of " Confessions of an English 
Opium-Eater," etc. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1859. 16mo. 
pp. 387. 

There is no more striking characteristic of Mr. De Quincey's writ- 
ings than the remarkable versatility of their author. Within the long 
period of his literary life he has been one of the most industrious of 
men ; and a distribution of the papers contained in the twenty -two 
volumes of his Miscellaneous Writings would afford specimens of nearly 
every kind of prose composition. Even the single volume before us 
comprises papers in the four departments of political economy, history, 
biography, and fiction ; and several of the previous volumes exhibit as 
great a variety. It is scarcely to be expected, however, that one who 
tries his hand at so many kinds of pen-craft should always excel ; yet 
such is the force of De Quincey's intellect, the brilliancy of his imagina- 
tion, and the charm of his style, that he throws a new and peculiar 
interest over every subject which he discusses, while his fictitious nar- 
ratives in general rivet the attention of the reader with a power not 
easily resisted. In the volume now before us, the first and longest 
paper presents a very ingenious and elaborate discussion of some of the 
fundamental principles of political economy, with especial reference to 
the meaning to be attached to the term " value," but also touching the 
subjects of rent, wages, and profits. Like all of Mr. De Quincey's criti- 
cal and controversial papers, this essay evinces great logical acuteness, 
uncommon wealth of illustration, and a peculiar fondness for the discus- 
sion of collateral topics. Following this we have a brief sketch of the 
Life of Milton, accompanied by a characteristic and truculent Preface, 
in which Dr. Johnson is assailed with much spirit for his attack on 
Milton ; and a short paper on The Suliotes, designed as a supplement 



